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The Webinar will Begin Shortly



Webinar Overview
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ÃDuring presentations, audience will be on òlisten 

only mode.ó

Ã We will take questions during the Q&A portion.

Ã How to ask a question:

ÄUse the òchat functionó on your screen

ÄRaise your hand by pressing *1 on your phone.

ÄTo lower your hand press #.

Ã Quick Survey



Webinar Overview

I. Welcome and Introductions

Ami Nagle, Coordinator, EITC Funders Network

II. Working with Colleges and UniversitiesñAn Overview

Charnia Parrish, Tax Help New Mexico

III. Building Efforts in ColoradoñA Funder View

Diane DiGiacomo, Piton Foundation

IV. Building Efforts in AlabamañA Field View

Stephen Black and Sarah Louise Smith, Impact Alabama

V. Q&A and Discussion
3

EITC Funders Network



Who We Are

Ã Who We Are

ÄMore than 200 
Members

ÄEvery State in the 
Union

ÄCorporate Foundations

ÄFamily Foundations

ÄCommunity Foundations

ÄGovernmental Entities

ÄUnited Ways

Ã What We Do

ÄMeetings

ÄWebinars

ÄeNewsletter

ÄWebsite

ÄConsultation

EITC Funders Network * www.eitcfunders.org



Working with Colleges and 
Universities-An Overview



Background & Results

ÅHow Tax Help got started

ÅFrom one community college to a statewide 
coalition  

ÅPartnerships

ÅResults



Opportunities

ÅLarge return for investment

ÅCollege/University Buy-in

ÅCommitment to community in service area

ÅStudent Volunteers

ÅMultiple program starting point



Possible Challenges

ÅCurriculum

ÅChampion

ÅConsistency

ÅCultural relevance



Contact Information

Charnia Parrish 

Program Administrator

Tax Help New Mexico

cparrish1@cnm.edu

Diana Matier
Director 
Tax Help New Mexico
dmatier@cnm.edu

mailto:cparrish1@cnm.edu
mailto:dmatier@cnm.edu


Tax Help Colorado
A partnership between The Piton Foundation 
and Coloradoôs community colleges to 
provide free income-tax preparation to 

Coloradoôs working families.
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Background

ÅPitonôs Mission: Improve life chances of 

low-income children

ÅRelated Work: Public information 

campaign about tax credits

ÅImpetus: Change in marketplace  -- growth 

in predatory financial practices targeting 

low-income.



Pitonôs Role

ÅResearch best practices

ÅSeed money

ÅConvene players

ÅProgram architect/system builder

ÅSmall start-up grants

ÅTechnical assistance



Overview

How It Works:

ÅStudents take ACC 132ð
income tax prep in fall 
semester

ÅPass IRS VITA 
certification

ÅStudents take ACC 133ð
operate tax site at college 
in spring semester

Benefits:

ÅCommunity colleges are 
statewide

ÅCommunity colleges have 
computer labs

ÅCommunity colleges offer 
constant supply of 
student ñvolunteersò

ÅResume-builder for 
students: college credit, 
real-life experience and 
community service



Progress to Date

ÅYear 4: 12 colleges (13 sites) participating 

ÅGoal for 2010 is 5,000 tax returns

ÅUltimate goal is for all 19 colleges (30 campus 

locations) preparing 20,000 tax returns per year


